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"Have the courage to use your own understanding! - that is the motto of enlightenment." - Immanuel Kant

The Enlightenment is one of the most important and contested periods in the history of philosophy. The
problems it addressed, such as the proper extent of individual freedom and the challenging of tradition,
resonate as much today as when they were first debated. Of all philosophers, it is arguably Kant who took
such questions most seriously, addressing them above all in his celebrated short essay, An Answer to the
Question: What is Enlightenment?

In this engaging and lucid book, Samuel Fleischacker first explains and assesses Kant’s philosophy of
Enlightenment. He then considers critics of Kant’s views - from Burke and Hegel to Horkheimer and Adorno
- and figures he regards as having extended Kant’s notion of enlightenment, such as Feuerbach, Marx,
Habermas, Foucault, and Rawls.

Throughout, he demonstrates how Kant holds two distinct theories of enlightenment. On the one hand, Kant
proposes a ‘minimal’ view, where to be enlightened is simply to engage in critical public discussion,
allowing diversity of opinion to flourish. On the other, he argues that Kant elsewhere calls for a ‘maximal’
view of enlightenment, where, for example, an enlightened person cannot believe in a traditional religion.
With great skill Fleischacker shows how these two views are taken in a multitude of directions by both
critics and advocates of Kant’s philosophy.

Arguing that Kant’s minimal enlightenment is a precondition for a healthy proliferation of cultures, religious
faiths and political movements, What is Enlightenment? is a fascinating introduction to a key aspect of
Kant’s thought and a compelling analysis of philosophical thinking about the Enlightenment. Including
helpful chapter summaries and guides to further reading, it is ideal for anyone studying Kant or the
philosophy of the Enlightenment, as well as those in related disciplines such as politics, history and religious
studies.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question
since just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular What is Enlightenment? (Kant's
Questions) to read.

Janice Burgess:

This What is Enlightenment? (Kant's Questions) are usually reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this What is Enlightenment? (Kant's Questions) can be one
of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a
person with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this What is Enlightenment? (Kant's Questions) giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Rana Jensen:

This book untitled What is Enlightenment? (Kant's Questions) to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Darrel Mason:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is known as of book What is Enlightenment? (Kant's Questions). You can add your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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