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From acclaimed novelist Ben Neihart, a vibrant portrait of gay Harlem's most memorable diva: A'Lelia
Walker.

When A'Lelia Walker died in 1931 after a midnight snack of lobster and chocolate cake washed down with
champagne, it marked the end of one of the most striking social careers in New York's history. The daughter
of rags-to-riches multi-millionaire Madame C.J. Walker (the washerwoman who marketed the most
successful straightening technique for African American hair), A'Lelia was America's first black poor little
rich girl, using her inheritance to throw elaborate, celebrity-packed parties in her Westchester Mansion and
her 136th Street would-be salon, 'Dark Tower'.

In Rough Amusements, third in Bloomsbury's Urban Historicals series, Neihart takes us into the heart of
A'Lelia's world-gay Harlem in the 1920s. In tracing its cultural antecedents, he delves into the sexual
subculture of nineteenth-century New York, exploring mixed-race prostitution; the bachelorization of New
York society; French Balls ("the most sophisticated forum for testing the boundaries of urban sexual
behavior"); and The Slide (New York's most depraved nineteenth-century bar). Using A'Lelia's lavish parties
as a jumping-off point, Neihart traces the line connecting Davy Crockett's world without women to Walt
Whitman's boundless love of beautiful men to A'Lelia's cultivation of the racial, social, and sexual risk that
defined the Harlem Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Whittington:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need that Rough Amusements: The True Story of A'Lelia
Walker, Patroness of the Harlem Renaissance's Down-Low Culture to read.

Lena Drew:

The event that you get from Rough Amusements: The True Story of A'Lelia Walker, Patroness of the Harlem
Renaissance's Down-Low Culture could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words
the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Rough
Amusements: The True Story of A'Lelia Walker, Patroness of the Harlem Renaissance's Down-Low Culture
giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Rough
Amusements: The True Story of A'Lelia Walker, Patroness of the Harlem Renaissance's Down-Low Culture
instantly.

Donald Worsley:

The book Rough Amusements: The True Story of A'Lelia Walker, Patroness of the Harlem Renaissance's
Down-Low Culture has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The
book was published by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this
book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Nicole Powell:

The reason? Because this Rough Amusements: The True Story of A'Lelia Walker, Patroness of the Harlem
Renaissance's Down-Low Culture is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other
book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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