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After completing his conquest of the Persian empire, Alexander the Great maneuvered his army across the
Hindu Kush and into India. During his two years there, he traveled from dry frigid mountains to humid
tropical lowlands and then back across one of the most punishing deserts on the planet. He fought a series of
desperate battles against strange foes mounted on war-elephants, suffering wounds that nearly killed him.
And when he eventually turned homeward, he brought with him specimens of arare, magical species, abird
that could speak with a human voice.

Introduced to Europe by Alexander, parrots were quickly embraced by Western culture as exotic and
astonishing, full of marvelous powers, and close to the gods. Over the centuries they would become objects
of veneration or figures of folly, creatures prized for their wit—or their place on the dinner table. Ultimately,
they would become emblematic of the West's interaction with the world at large. Identifying a deeply rooted
obsession with these beautiful and loguacious birds, Bruce Thomas Boehrer provides the first account of
parrots and their impact on the Western world.

Parrot Culture: Our 2500-Year-Long Fascination with the World's Most Talkative Bird traces the unusual
history of parrots from their introduction in the Graeco-Roman world as items of oriental luxury, through the
great age of New World exploration, to the contemporary ecological crisis of globalism. Boehrer identifies
the poignant irony in the way parrots became ubiquitous as symbols and mascots, while suffering near
extinction at the hands of those who desired them. Exploring their presence and meaningsin the art,
literature, and history of Western civilization, Parrot Culture also celebrates the beauty, intelligence, and
personality of these birds, whose fate will say as much about us and the world we have created as it will
about them.
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From reader reviews:
Florence Davis:

Parrot Culture: Our 2500-Y ear-Long Fascination with the World's Most Talkative Bird can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his'her effort to get every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Parrot Culture: Our 2500-Y ear-L ong Fascination with the World's Most
Talkative Bird athough doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial imagining.

John Kirk:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Parrot Culture: Our 2500-Y ear-Long
Fascination with the World's Most Talkative Bird book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you till
uncertainty Parrot Culture: Our 2500-Y ear-Long Fascination with the World's Most Talkative Bird as good
book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book
by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Florinda Redfern:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Parrot Culture; Our 2500-Y ear-
Long Fascination with the World's Most Talkative Bird which is finding the e-book version. So, try out this
book? Let's view.

Ann Ginsberg:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Parrot Culture: Our 2500-Y ear-Long Fascination
with the World's Most Talkative Bird was colourful and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that
book Parrot Culture: Our 2500-Y ear-Long Fascination with the World's Most Talkative Bird has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
think you are the character on there. So, not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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