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In the mid-nineteenth century, the American missionary James Butler predicted that Christian conversion
and British law together would eradicate Indian ascetics. His disgust for Hindu holy men (sadhus), whom he
called saints, yogis, and filthy fakirs, was largely shared by orientalist scholars and British officials, who
likewise imagined these religious elites to be a leading symptom of Indias degeneration. Yet within some
thirty years of Butlers writing, modern Indian ascetics such as the neo-Vedantin Hindu Swami Rama Tirtha
(1873-1906) and, paradoxically, the Protestant Christian convert Sadhu Sundar Singh (1889-1929) achieved
international fame as embodiments of the spiritual superiority of the East over the West. Timothy S. Dobes
fine-grained account of the lives of Sundar Singh and Rama Tirtha offers a window on the surprising
reversals and potentials of Indian ascetic sainthood in the colonial contact zone. His study develops a new
model of Indian holy men that is historicized, religiously pluralistic, and located within the tensions and
intersections of ascetic practice and modernity. The first in-depth account of two internationally-recognized
modern holy men in the colonially-crucial region of Punjab, Hindu Christian Faqir offers new examples and
contexts for thinking through these wider issues. Drawing on unexplored Urdu writings by and about both
figures, Dobe argues not only that Hinduism and Protestant Christianity are here intimately linked, but that
these links are forged from the stuff of regional Islamic traditions of Sufi holy men (faqir). He also re-
conceives Indian sainthood through an in-depth examination of ascetic practice as embodied religion, public
performance, and relationship, rather than as a theological, otherworldly, and isolated ideal.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Hindu Christian Faqir: Modern Monks, Global Christianity, and Indian
Sainthood (AAR Religion, Culture, and History).

Diane Lomas:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Hindu Christian Faqir: Modern Monks, Global Christianity, and
Indian Sainthood (AAR Religion, Culture, and History) book is readable by means of you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving
also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Hindu Christian Faqir: Modern
Monks, Global Christianity, and Indian Sainthood (AAR Religion, Culture, and History) content conveys
thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Hindu Christian Faqir: Modern
Monks, Global Christianity, and Indian Sainthood (AAR Religion, Culture, and History) is not loveable to be
your top listing reading book?

Sallie Farris:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book Hindu Christian Faqir: Modern Monks, Global Christianity, and Indian
Sainthood (AAR Religion, Culture, and History) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book through
your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Jose Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very



important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Hindu Christian Faqir:
Modern Monks, Global Christianity, and Indian Sainthood (AAR Religion, Culture, and History).
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