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Seminar paper from the year 1999 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
2 (B), Technical University of Braunschweig (English Seminar), course: PS Introduction to Late Victorian
Literature, language: English, abstract: In this paper I will first give an account of the aesthetic movement in
England, from origin to decline, which I will then oppose to the character of Dorian Gray in Oscar Wilde′s
The Picture of Dorian Gray. The comparison of the different stages in the development of both aestheticism
and its incarnated representative Dorian Gray is intended to outline the fact that, even before the decline of
aestheticism sets in in the 1890s, Oscar Wilde has anticipated the danger that lies in leading a life that is
exclusively based on aesthetic values and pursuing its doctrines too persistently. Through the ruin of Dorian
Gray, Wilde reveals the tragedy of the aesthetic movement and thus shows that it is eventually inevitably
condemned to fail. Dorian is the epitome of an aesthete who in the end becomes the martyr of a movement
which has preached, taught and understood its philosophy too narrow-mindedly. Of course this is a
deficiency of narrow-mindedness in general and thus The Picture of Dorian Gray does not only represent the
undoing of the epoch it was written in but also of any other theory or philosophy that takes itself too
seriously.

I will support this statement with an assertion of Lord Henry Wootton′s, who is obviously a polemic on
general principles but therefore mostly not less right.

"Humanity takes itself too seriously. It′s the world′s original sin. If the caveman had known how to laugh,
History would have been different." (p.50 )1
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From reader reviews:

Juan Reynolds:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important normally. The book Dorian Gray and Aestheticism ended up being making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The book Dorian Gray and Aestheticism is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with the book Dorian Gray and Aestheticism. You never truly feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Steve Bennett:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you actually is you
don't know what kind you should start with. This Dorian Gray and Aestheticism is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Gerald Patton:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a
book. Reading a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Dorian Gray and
Aestheticism book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Naomi Dillon:

The guide with title Dorian Gray and Aestheticism posesses a lot of information that you can learn it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist
in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.
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