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Through performance and the spoken word, Yucatec Maya storytellers have maintained the vitality of their
literary traditions for more than five hundred years. Telling and Being Told presents the figure of the
storyteller as a symbol of indigenous cultural control in contemporary Yucatec Maya literatures. Analyzing
the storyteller as the embodiment of indigenous knowledge in written and oral texts, this book highlights
how Yucatec Maya literatures play a vital role in imaginings of Maya culture and its relationships with
Mexican and global cultures.

 

Through performance, storytellers place the past in dynamic relationship with the present, each continually
evolving as it is reevaluated and reinterpreted. Yet non-indigenous actors often manipulate the storyteller in
their firsthand accounts of the indigenous world. Moreover, by limiting the field of literary study to written
texts, Worley argues, critics frequently ignore an important component of Latin America’s history of
conquest and colonization: The fact that Europeans consciously set out to destroy indigenous writing
systems, making orality a key means of indigenous resistance and cultural continuity.

 

Given these historical factors, outsiders must approach Yucatec Maya and other indigenous literatures on
their own terms rather than applying Western models. Although oral literature has been excluded from many
literary studies, Worley persuasively demonstrates that it must be included in contemporary analyses of
indigenous literatures as oral texts form a key component of contemporary indigenous literatures, and
storytellers and storytelling remain vibrant cultural forces in both Yucatec communities and contemporary
Yucatec writing.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Telling and Being Told: Storytelling and Cultural Control in
Contemporary Yucatec Maya Literatures. Try to face the book Telling and Being Told: Storytelling and
Cultural Control in Contemporary Yucatec Maya Literatures as your friend. It means that it can to become
your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Waldo Gates:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Telling and Being Told: Storytelling and Cultural
Control in Contemporary Yucatec Maya Literatures. You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. Given that we know about how is important a book Telling and Being Told: Storytelling and Cultural
Control in Contemporary Yucatec Maya Literatures. You can add information and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Phillip Chadwick:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Telling and Being Told: Storytelling and Cultural Control in Contemporary
Yucatec Maya Literatures was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book that you wanted.

Ruth Frye:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Telling and Being Told: Storytelling



and Cultural Control in Contemporary Yucatec Maya Literatures.
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