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In Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816–1861,
Keith Michael Green examines key texts that illuminate forms of black bondage and captivity that existed
within and alongside slavery. In doing so, he restores to antebellum African American autobiographical
writing the fascinating heterogeneity lost if the historical experiences of African Americans are attributed to
slavery alone.

 

The book’s title is taken from the assertion by US Supreme Court chief justice Roger B. Taney in his 1857
Dred Scott decision that blacks had no rights that whites were “bound to respect.” This allusion highlights
Green’s critical assertion that the dehumanizing absurdities to which defenders of slavery resorted to justify
slavery only brought into more stark relief the humanity of African Americans.

 

A gifted storyteller, Green examines four forms of captivity: incarceration, enslavement to Native
Americans, child indentured servitude, and maritime capture. By illuminating this dense penumbra of
captivity beyond the strict definitions of slavery, he presents a fluid and holistic network of images,
vocabulary, narratives, and history. By demonstrating how these additional forms of confinement flourished
in the era of slavery, Green shows how they persisted beyond emancipation, in such a way that freed slaves
did not in fact partake of “freedom” as white Americans understood it. This gap in understanding continues
to bedevil contemporary American society, and Green deftly draws persuasive connections between past and
present.

 

A vital and convincing offering to readers of literary criticism, African American studies, and American
history, Green’s Bound to Respect brings fresh and nuanced insights to this fundamental chapter in the
American story.
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From reader reviews:

Bessie Hall:

Here thing why this kind of Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude,
and Bondage, 1816-1861 are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but
it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Bound to Respect:
Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816-1861 giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with
Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816-1861. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form
of Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816-1861 in
e-book can be your choice.

Blake Darden:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment,
Servitude, and Bondage, 1816-1861 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book
you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Barbara McGowan:

Beside that Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage,
1816-1861 in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information
and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of
Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage, 1816-1861 because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that would
not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from today!

Cassandra Harvey:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.



You can choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
called of book Bound to Respect: Antebellum Narratives of Black Imprisonment, Servitude, and Bondage,
1816-1861. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one place to other place.
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