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Interdisciplinary in approach, this volume explores and deciphers the symbolic value and iconicity of the
built environment in the Arab Gulf Region, its aesthetics, language and performative characteristics.
Bringing together a range of studies by artists, curators and scholars, it demonstrates how Dubai appeared -
at least until the financial crisis - to be leading the construction race and has already completed a large
number of its landmark architecture and strategic facilities. In contrast, cities like the Qatari capital Doha still
appear to be heavily â€˜under constructionâ€™ and in countries like the Sultanate of Oman, ultra-luxury
tourism projects were started only recently. While the construction of artificial islands, theme parks and
prestige sport facilities has attracted considerable attention, much less is known about the regionâ€™s
widespread implementation of innovative infrastructure such as global container ports, free zones, inter-
island causeways and metro lines. This volume argues that these endeavours are not simply part of a strategy
to prepare for the post-oil era for future economic survival and prosperity in the Lower Gulf region, but that
they are also aiming to strengthen identitarian patterns and specific national brands. In doing so, they exhibit
similar, yet remarkably diverse modes of engaging with certain global trends and present - questionably -
distinct ideas for putting themselves on the global map. Each country aims to grab attention with regard to
the world-wide flow of goods and capital and thus provide its own citizens with a socially acceptable
trajectory for the future. By doing that, the countries in the Gulf are articulating a new semiotic and paradigm
of urban development. For the first time, this volume maps these trends in their relation to architecture and
infrastructure, in particular by treating them as semiotics in their own right. It suggests that recent
developments in this region of the world not only represent a showcase of extraordinary initiatives by which
these desert states have transformed, but also that the commodification of local â€˜traditionsâ€™ acts as an
essential element in the countriesâ€™ effort to design an Arab version of (hyper-)modernity and to position
themselves as a regional and global archetype, which has frequently been adopted elsewhere.
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From reader reviews:

Laura Wilson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book titled Under
Construction: Logics of Urbanism in the Gulf Region? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Juan Elam:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you have read is
Under Construction: Logics of Urbanism in the Gulf Region.

Vicky Penn:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Under Construction: Logics of Urbanism
in the Gulf Region book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Under Construction: Logics
of Urbanism in the Gulf Region as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one
publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense
to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
a different sixth sense.

Keith Robertson:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Under Construction: Logics of Urbanism
in the Gulf Region is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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