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In this original new study, Grant Havers critically interprets Leo Strauss’s political philosophy from a
conservative perspective. Most mainstream readers of Strauss have either condemned him from the Left as
an extreme right-wing opponent of liberal democracy or celebrated him from the Right as a traditional
defender of Western civilization. Rejecting both of these portrayals, Havers shifts the debate beyond the
conventional parameters of our age. He persuasively shows that Strauss was neither a man of the Far Right
nor a conservative. He was in fact a secular Cold War liberal who taught his followers to uphold Anglo-
American democracy as the one true universal regime that does not need a specifically Christian foundation.

     Strauss firmly rejects the traditional conservative view held by Edmund Burke that Anglo-American
democracy needs the leavening influence of Christian morality (love thy neighbor). Havers maintains that
Strauss’s refusal to recognize the role of Christianity in shaping Western civilization, though historically
unjustified, is crucial to Strauss and the Straussian portrayal of Anglo-American democracy . In the
Straussian view, the Anglo-American ideals of liberty, equality, and constitutional government owe more to
the ancient Greek philosophers Plato and Aristotle than to the Christian tradition. In the process, Havers
argues, Straussians end up rewriting history by falsely idealizing the ancient Greeks as the forerunners of
modern liberal democracy, despite the Greek toleration of practices such as slavery and infanticide.
Straussians also misrepresent statesmen of the Anglo-American political tradition such as Abraham Lincoln
and Sir Winston Churchill as heirs to the ancient Greek tradition of statecraft, despite their indebtedness to
Christianity.

     Havers contends that the most troubling implication of Straussianism is that it provides an ideological
rationale for the aggressive spread of democratic values on a global basis while ignoring the preconditions
that make these values possible. Concepts such as the rule of law, constitutional government, Christian
morality, and the separation of church and state are not easily transplanted beyond the historic confines of
Anglo-American civilization, as recent wars to spread democracy in the Middle East and Central Asia have
demonstrated. This excellent study will be of interest not only to longtime readers of Strauss but also
philosophers, political scientists, historians, religious studies scholars, and theologians.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Simms:

The book Leo Strauss and Anglo-American Democracy: A Conservative Critique can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Leo Strauss
and Anglo-American Democracy: A Conservative Critique? Wide variety you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Leo Strauss and Anglo-American Democracy: A Conservative Critique has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Violet Jarrell:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This Leo Strauss and Anglo-American
Democracy: A Conservative Critique is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Elizabeth Daugherty:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Leo Strauss and Anglo-American Democracy: A
Conservative Critique, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on
its called reading friends.

Dennis Utley:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to
your account is Leo Strauss and Anglo-American Democracy: A Conservative Critique this e-book consist a
lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book acceptable all of you.
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