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AsBill Clinton said in his second inaugural address, “The divide of race has been America’s constant curse.
In Honor Bound, David Leverenz explores the past to the present of that divide. He argues that in the United
States, the rise and decline of white people’ s racial shaming reflect the rise and decline of white honor.
“White skin” and “black skin” are fictions of honor and shame. Americans have lived those fictions for over
four hundred years.

To make his argument, Leverenz casts an unusually wide net, from ancient and modern cultures of honor to
social, political, and military history to American literature and popular culture.

He highlights the convergence of whiteness and honor in the United States from the antebellum period to the
present. The Civil War, the civil rights movement, and the election of Barack Obama represent racial
progress; the Tea Party movement represents the | atest recoil.

From exploring African American narratives to examining a 2009 episode of Hardball—in which two white
commentators restore their honor by mocking U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder after he called Americans
“cowards” for not talking more about race—L everenz illustrates how white honor has prompted racial
shaming and humiliation. The United States became a nation-state in which light-skinned people declared
themselves white. The fear masked by white honor surfacesin such classics of American literature as The
Scarlet Letter and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and in the U.S. wars against the Barbary pirates from
1783 to 1815 and the Iragi insurgents from 2003 to the present. John McCain’s Faith of My Fathersis used
to frame the 2008 presidential campaign as white honor’ s last national stand.

Honor Bound concludes by probing the endless attemptsin 2009 and 2010 to preserve white honor through
racial shaming, from the “birthers” and Tea Party protests to Joe Wilson’s“You lie!” in Congress and the
arrest of Henry Louis Gates Jr. at the front door of his own home. Leverenz is optimistic that, in the twenty-
first century, racial shaming isitself becoming shameful.
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From reader reviews:
Rodney Richardson:

Here thing why that Honor Bound: Race and Shame in America are different and reputable to be yours. First
of al examining abook is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which isthe content is
as yummy as food or not. Honor Bound: Race and Shame in America giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no e-book that similar with Honor Bound:
Race and Shame in America. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficultiesin
bringing the published book maybe the form of Honor Bound: Race and Shame in Americain e-book can be
your aternate.

Bertha Davis;

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read
one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Honor Bound: Race and Shame
in Americaiskind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Paul Breen:

Often the book Honor Bound: Race and Shame in Americawill bring you to the new experience of reading a
new book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unigue. In case you try to find new book to read, this
book very appropriate to you. The book Honor Bound: Race and Shame in Americais much recommended
to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

VernaHibbard:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Honor Bound: Race and Shame in Americawe can get more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Honor Bound: Race and Shame
in America. Y ou can more desirable than now.
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