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What the Tortoise Taught Us offers a lively, concise journey through western philosophy that explores the
lives of major philosophers, their ideas, and how their thinking continues to influence our lives today. Using
a chronological approach, Burton Porter shows how various philosophers address life's big questions. By
putting each philosopher and their ideas into historical context, he helps us understand how certain ideas
developed based on the thinking of the time, and how those ideas have influenced our modern perceptions.
Using familiar language and interesting anecdotes, Porter provides us with an extremely readable and lively
history that takes themes that characterize each age to reflect on the greater human experience. The book
includes the philosophies and lives of the ancient philosophers such as Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, and
continues through time into the Middle Ages with St. Thomas Aquinas, to the Renaissance, and beyond.
Porter explores the metaphysics of Descartes and Hobbs; the epistemology of Hume and Berkeley, and the
ethics of Kant and Mill among others. Finally he concludes with contemporary issues, including racism,
abortion and modern feminism. Porter is able to explain these complex ideas in a clear, simple, and
straightforward way. What the Tortoise Taught Us is a balanced and approachable look at life's basic
questions through the eyes of the philosophers that have helped shape modern thought.
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From reader reviews:

Dorcas Starling:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed What the Tortoise
Taught Us: The Story of Philosophy? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Virginia Benson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important normally. The book What the Tortoise Taught Us: The Story of
Philosophy has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve What the Tortoise Taught Us: The Story of
Philosophy is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book What
the Tortoise Taught Us: The Story of Philosophy. You never sense lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this What the Tortoise
Taught Us: The Story of Philosophy, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Chelsie Salls:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The What the
Tortoise Taught Us: The Story of Philosophy will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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