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In the 1830s, the French aristocrat Alexis de Tocqueville warned that "insufferable despotism" would prevail
if America ever acquired a national administrative state. Today's Tea Partiers evidently believe that, after a
great wrong turn in the early twentieth century, Tocqueville's nightmare has come true. In those years, it
seems, a group of radicals, seduced by alien ideologies, created vast bureaucracies that continue to trample
on individual freedom.

In Tocqueville's Nightmare, Daniel R. Ernst destroys this ahistorical and simplistic narrative. He shows that,
in fact, the nation's best corporate lawyers were among the creators of "commission government" that
supporters were more interested in purging government of corruption than creating a socialist utopia, and
that the principles of individual rights, limited government, and due process were built into the
administrative state. Far from following "un-American" models, American state-builders rejected the leading
European scheme for constraining government, the Rechtsstaat (a state of rules). Instead, they looked to an
Anglo-American tradition that equated the rule of law with the rule of courts and counted on judges to
review the bases for administrators' decisions. Soon, however, even judges realized that strict judicial review
shifted to courts decisions best left to experts. The most masterful judges, including Charles Evans Hughes,
Chief Justice of the United States from 1930 to 1941, ultimately decided that a "day in court" was
unnecessary if individuals had already had a "day in commission" where the fundamentals of due process
and fair play prevailed. This procedural notion of the rule of law not only solved the judges' puzzle of
reconciling bureaucracy and freedom. It also assured lawyers that their expertise in the ways of the courts
would remain valuable, and professional politicians that presidents would not use administratively
distributed largess as an independent source of political power.

Tocqueville's nightmare has not come to pass. Instead, the American administrative state is a restrained and
elegant solution to a thorny problem, and it remains in place to this day.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Stewart:

This Tocqueville's Nightmare: The Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Tocqueville's Nightmare: The Administrative
State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical
in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Tocqueville's Nightmare: The Administrative State
Emerges in America, 1900-1940 can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Tocqueville's Nightmare: The
Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 having excellent arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Frank Hudson:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Tocqueville's Nightmare: The
Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Dolores Rawson:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Tocqueville's Nightmare: The Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940.
You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can
bring you from one spot to other place.

Helen Albertson:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Tocqueville's Nightmare: The
Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to
make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book Tocqueville's Nightmare: The
Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 can to be your brand new friend when you're
experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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