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With charged intellect and piercing candor, provocative essayist and novelist Kiese Laymon shares his
experiences of growing up with racial prejudice and violence both within his own family and in the culture at
large.

Kiese Laymon is a fearless writer. In his essays, he filters his personal stories through the full power of his
impressive intellect to reflect on American society. But one issue has always evaded his penetrating self-
reflection—and that was his own abuse, a subject that brought feelings of shame and humiliation. Now he
opens himself to this past, confronts these painful memories, and asks us to consider our shared memories as
an abusive nation.

In Heavy, Laymon writes eloquently and honestly about the physical manifestations of violence, grief,
trauma, and abuse on his own body—and the collective body of the Black community. He also chronicles his
attempt to lose 100 pounds, an effort at which he fails. He speaks to his two aunts, his grandmother, his
mother, his father, his mother’s ex-boyfriend, and the two women who sexually abused him, as well as to his
friends, whose abuse he witnessed, about their relationship with violence, race, trauma, gender, and food.

A personal story that illuminates national issues, Heavy is defiant yet vulnerable, an insightful exploration
that begins with a heartbreaking story of innocence taken—and continues through twenty-five years of
repeated, haunting implosions, and long reverberations.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kopp:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Signal Flame: A Novel. All type of book
are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Lisa Bentley:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Signal Flame: A Novel will give you new experience in studying a book.

Tony Valdez:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you is The Signal Flame: A Novel this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Scott Harrington:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and The Signal Flame: A Novel as well as
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book
likes The Signal Flame: A Novel to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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