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As part of Roosevelt’s New Deal program of the 1930s, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) provided
relief jobs to millions of Americans. One facet of the WPA was the hiring of men and women to document
the history and folklore of America so as to capture the “soul” of the nation. While researching at the
Montana Historical Society Research Center more than a decade ago, historian Matthew Basso stumbled
upon copies of six stories that had been submitted for inclusion in a volume titled Men at Work.They arrived
too late to be considered. Federal Writers’ Project (FWP) staff had already chosen thirty-four stories from
submissions across the country and the volume was nearing publication. In the end, however, that
publication was waylaid by the eruption of World War II and the manuscript was forgotten. Now, Basso is
bringing these rediscovered stories to their intended audience—the American people.

Works of fiction that have a creative nonfiction feel, these narratives stem from direct observation of or
participation in the work described and offer portraits of Americans from diverse ethnic backgrounds who
labored in jobs as varied as logging, mining, fruit packing, and rodeo riding. The writers, directed by editor
Harold Rosenberg, also represent a variety of backgrounds and experience. Some, like Jack Conroy, Jim
Thompson, and Chester Himes, became strong voices in the literary world. The vivid accounts in Men at
Work illuminate the meaning of work during a time when jobs were scarce and manual labor highly valued.
With our country once again in financial crisis and workers facing an anemic job market, today’s readers will
find these stories especially poignant.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Lee:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Men at Work: Rediscovering Depression-era Stories from the
Federal Writers' Project has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Men at Work: Rediscovering Depression-
era Stories from the Federal Writers' Project is not only giving you far more new information but also for
being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try
to make relationship using the book Men at Work: Rediscovering Depression-era Stories from the Federal
Writers' Project. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Myrtle Anderson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Men at Work:
Rediscovering Depression-era Stories from the Federal Writers' Project, you could tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Belinda Smith:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day long to reading a guide. The book Men at Work: Rediscovering Depression-era Stories from the Federal
Writers' Project it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Antonio Sisson:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
the book Men at Work: Rediscovering Depression-era Stories from the Federal Writers' Project we can



acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
at this time book Men at Work: Rediscovering Depression-era Stories from the Federal Writers' Project. You
can more inviting than now.
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