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FROM THE POET the Chicago Tribune calls “the new voice of Chicago,” comes L-vis Lives!, a bold new
collection of poetry and prose exploring the collision of race, art, and appropriation in American culture.

L-vis is an imagined persona, a representation of artists who have used and misused Black music. Like so
many others who gained fame and fortune from their sampling, L-vis is as much a sincere artist as he is a
thief. In Kevin Coval's poems, L-vis' story is equal parts forgotten history, autobiography, and re-imaginings.
We see shades of Elvis Presley, the Beastie Boys, and Eminem, and meet some of history's more obscure
“whiteboy” heroes and anti-heroes: legendary breakdancers, political activists, and music impresarios.

A story of both artistic theft and radical invention, L-vis Lives! is a poetic novella on all of the possibilities
and problems of “post-racial” American culture—where Black art is still at times only fully accepted in a
white face, and every once in a while an “L-vis” comes along to step in to the void.

i am a hero
to most. the great hope
of something other.
a complex back-story.

something other than
the business of my father.
bland’s antonym.
jim crow’s black sheep.
the forgotten son
left to rise in the darkness

among the dis
carded in the wild
of working class, single
mother hoods. a hero
who transcends
who translates the dis
satisfactions of the plains;
kids of kurt cobain,
method man amphetamine,
the odd Iowan who digs dirt
and lights beyond the pig yard,
spits nebraskan argot,
hero to the heart
land, middle brow(n) america
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From reader reviews:

Charles Settles:

The book L-vis Lives!: Racemusic Poems can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book L-vis Lives!: Racemusic
Poems? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book L-vis Lives!: Racemusic
Poems has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Christina Evert:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific L-vis Lives!: Racemusic
Poems to read.

Woodrow Harker:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The L-vis Lives!: Racemusic Poems provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Nancy Stever:

You can spend your free time to read this book this publication. This L-vis Lives!: Racemusic Poems is
simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.
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