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This concise, accessible introduction to the history of oil tells the story of how petroleum shaped human life
since it was first discovered leaking inconspicuously from the soil. Leading environmental history specialist
Brian C. Black connects the subsequent exploitation of petroleum to patterns in world history while tracing
the intricate links between energy and people after 1850. For a century, human dependence on petroleum
caused little discomfort as we enjoyed the heyday of cheap crude—a glorious episode of energy gluttony that
was destined to end. Today, we see the disastrous results of environmental degradation, political instability,
and world economic disparity in the waning years of a petroleum-powered civilization—lessons rooted in the
finite nature of oil. This “crude reality” becomes tragic when we measure our overwhelming reliance on this
geological ooze.

Considering the nature of oil itself as well as the specifics of humans’ remarkable relationship with it, Crude
Reality reveals our modern conundrum and then suggests the challenges of our future without oil. It is this
essential context, the author argues, that will prepare us for our energy transition. Black brings to this book a
global perspective and a wide-ranging technical knowledge presented specifically for general readers,
making its scope much broader than any other survey. Written by a major scholar on the history of
petroleum, it is an essential contribution to environmental history and the rapidly emerging field of energy
history.

The paperback edition features an updated epilogue and a bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Siller:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Crude Reality: Petroleum in World History
(Exploring World History) as your daily resource information.

William Jewell:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a guide. The book Crude Reality: Petroleum in World History (Exploring World History) it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
features high quality.

Thomas Stewart:

Why? Because this Crude Reality: Petroleum in World History (Exploring World History) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret
that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing
way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Bruce Alexander:

Beside this particular Crude Reality: Petroleum in World History (Exploring World History) in your phone,
it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Crude Reality: Petroleum in World History (Exploring World History)
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom



get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the item? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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