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By February 1862 Confederate forces in Kentucky and Tennessee were falling back in disorder. Fort Henry
on the Tennessee River and Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River fell to combined land and naval forces
under Brigadier General Ulysses S. Grant and Flag Officer Andrew H. Foote. These losses necessitated the
abandonment of the Rebel stronghold of Columbus, Kentucky. The entire upper Mississippi Valley lay open
to Federal invasion. Toward that end, a new Union army under Major General John Pope began organizing at
Commerce, Missouri.

Confederate Major General John P. McCown was sent to plug the breach by fortifying Island No. 10, a one-
mile-long island positioned in a bend in the Mississippi River that straddled the boundaries of Tennessee,
Missouri, and Kentucky. Pope's army had to be held in check long enough for the main Confederate force,
under generals Albert Sidney Johnston and P. G. T. Beauregard, to concentrate and launch a counterattack
against Grant's advancing army.

The ensuing campaign at Island No. 10 created the first extensive siege of the Civil War. The ultimate
capture of the garrison resulted in a new army command for Pope in Virginia. As for the Confederates, the
campaign pointed to a faulty western strategy. Simply to concede the rivers and their adjoining cities to the
Federal navy was politically unacceptable. Garrison after garrison was captured, however, in the attempt to
defend the rivers to the last extremity. Between February 1862 and July 1863 the Confederates lost 64,400
troops, some nine divisions, in defending the rivers. This strategy was a significant contributing factor for
Confederate defeat in the West.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Martin:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a
e-book. The book Island No. 10: Struggle for the Mississippi Valley it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of
your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Mary Gines:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Island No. 10: Struggle for the Mississippi
Valley, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

James Stover:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Island No. 10: Struggle for the Mississippi
Valley can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Karen Partain:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Island No. 10: Struggle for the Mississippi Valley can make
you really feel more interested to read.
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