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In this provocative monograph, Bertram Malle describes behavior explanations as having a dual nature -- as
being both cognitive and social acts -- and proposes a comprehensive theoretical model that integrates the
two aspects. When people try to understand puzzling human behavior, they construct behavior explanations,
which are a fundamental tool of social cognition. But, Malle argues, behavior explanations exist not only in
the mind; they are also overt verbal actions used for social purposes. When people explain their own
behavior or the behavior of others, they are using the explanation to manage a social interaction -- by
offering clarification, trying to save face, or casting blame. Malle's account makes clear why these two
aspects of behavior explanation exist and why they are closely linked; along the way, he illustrates the
astonishingly sophisticated and subtle patterns of folk behavior explanations.Malle begins by reviewing
traditional attribution theories and their simplified portrayal of behavior explanation. A more realistic
portrayal, he argues, must be grounded in the nature, function, and origins of the folk theory of mind -- the
conceptual framework underlying people's grasp of human behavior and its connection to the mind. Malle
then presents a theory of behavior explanations, focusing first on their conceptual structure and then on their
psychological construction. He applies this folk-conceptual theory to a number of questions, including the
communicative functions of behavior explanations, and the differences in explanations given for self and
others as well as for individuals and groups. Finally, he highlights the strengths of the folk-conceptual theory
of explanation over traditional attribution theory and points to future research applications.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Reyes:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it
means that e-book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a
book. They are reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the
person who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you will want this How the Mind Explains Behavior: Folk Explanations,
Meaning, and Social Interaction (MIT Press).

Bertie Lewis:

Within other case, little persons like to read book How the Mind Explains Behavior: Folk Explanations,
Meaning, and Social Interaction (MIT Press). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book How the Mind Explains Behavior:
Folk Explanations, Meaning, and Social Interaction (MIT Press). You can add know-how and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Patricia McGuire:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this How the Mind Explains Behavior: Folk Explanations, Meaning, and Social Interaction (MIT Press), it is
possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Marion Driskell:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you



want to consider look for book, may be the publication untitled How the Mind Explains Behavior: Folk
Explanations, Meaning, and Social Interaction (MIT Press) can be fine book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.
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