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Through a collection of essays, Fundamentalism: Perspectives on a Contested History explores the ways in
which the concept of global fundamentalism does and does not illuminate developments in modern
Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. At issue is whether, beyond the specific milieu of American Protestantism
in the early decades of the twentieth century, the word ‘fundamentalism’ captures something important on a
global scale that is not captured—or not as well—by other words. Readers will quickly discover that in
exploring this issue the book is “at war with itself.”

In Fundamentalism Simon A. Wood and David Harrington Watt have deliberately assembled a range of
voices that is reflective of the broad spectrum of views scholars have offered on the topic, from those who
find the concept not merely helpful but also important, those who have concerns about it but do not reject it,
those who find that it has been misapplied in critical instances, and those who simply find it unhelpful and
lacking in any meaningful specificity or content.

While there are more than two perspectives presented, Wood and Watt identify two very broad groups of
scholars from each end of the spectrum: those who find the concept illuminating and those who do not. The
book does not privilege or advocate either of these positions, nor does it attempt to resolve the numerous
problems that scholars on both sides of the debate have identified with the concept of global fundamentalism.
Rather, it presents some of the key arguments on both sides of the contemporary debate. If it thereby
provides readers with a sense of the current state of the discourse on fundamentalism it will have achieved its
aim.
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Bender:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Fundamentalism:
Perspectives on a Contested History (Studies in Comparative Religion) book as basic and daily reading
reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Sylvia Cunningham:

The book Fundamentalism: Perspectives on a Contested History (Studies in Comparative Religion) has a lot
of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Jody Watson:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be Fundamentalism: Perspectives on a Contested History (Studies in
Comparative Religion) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jeffery Bruce:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Fundamentalism: Perspectives on a Contested History (Studies in
Comparative Religion) this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
This book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer value to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is
why this book acceptable all of you.
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