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The so-called Phony War from September 1939 to May 1940 occupies a peculiar yet distinct place in popular
memory. All the sensations of war, except the fighting, were present; yet, instead of massed air attacks and
great land battles, very little happened. The British government was said to be complacent, and the people
downright bored. Then, France fell to German attack, and the small British army was evacuated (minus its
equipment) from Dunkirk. Reaction to this major strategic catastrophe was naturally to blame the men
deemed guilty for bringing the nation to the verge of humiliating defeat. In sharp contrast to previous studies,
Smart argues that there was more to the phony war than governmental complacency, that the period was
more than a foolish or frivolous ante-chamber to a later more heroic phase.

The extent to which the guilty men verdict on the first nine months of Britain's Second World War has stuck
remains surprising. The notion that the phony war was a necessary, indeed over-determined, prelude to
catastrophe has become cemented over time. Examining the workings of the Anglo-French leadership during
this period, Smart picks this thesis apart and argues that disaster was not necessarily, still less inevitably, just
around the corner. He concludes that Anglo-French decision-making during this time was basically sound,
that the soldiers were well equipped and in good-heart, and that there was no malaise eating away at the
entente. This study offers a challenging reappraisal of the phony war from a British perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Strickland:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book British Strategy and Politics during the Phony
War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military History and International Affairs). You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book British
Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military History and
International Affairs). You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You
may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Joe Dix:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled British
Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military History and
International Affairs) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect
that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in
a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The
British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military History
and International Affairs) giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this point
is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Carla Helton:

British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military History
and International Affairs) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to
get every word into joy arrangement in writing British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before
the Balloon Went Up (Studies in Military History and International Affairs) but doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Heather Garcia:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your



knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, and also soon. The British Strategy and Politics during the Phony War: Before the Balloon Went Up
(Studies in Military History and International Affairs) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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